Use of Hartmann's procedure in England.
Hartmann's procedure is widely used in the management of complicated diverticular disease and for colorectal cancer. Very little national data are available about the reasons for performing this procedure and the reversal rate. Hospital episode statistics data were obtained from The Department of Health and exported to an Access database for analysis. A cohort of patients who underwent a Hartmann's procedure between April 2001 and March 2002 were identified and followed until April 2006 to identify patients undergoing reversal of Hartmann's. Approximately 3950 Hartmann's procedures were performed between April 2001 and March 2002, 2853 as an emergency and 1097 as an elective procedure. Most emergency Hartmann's were performed for benign disease (2067, 72.5%) whereas a majority of the elective Hartmann's were performed for cancer (756, 68.9%). Seven hundred and thirty six (23.3%) of these patients underwent reversal during the study period. The median time interval between a Hartmann's procedure and reversal was 284.5 days (interquartile range 181-468.25). This study represents the single largest cohort in whom outcome after Hartmann's procedure has been studied. A majority of Hartmann's are performed as an emergency for benign diseases and most of them are not reversed.